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EDGE provides a
supportive and dynamic environment for local, regional and international
businesses alike. Wayne County boasts a robust infrastructure, with
logistics-friendly incentives such as overnight trucking, strategic Asian air
cargo routes, and a state-of-the-art airport, as well as a skilled workforce
with longstanding ties to advanced manufacturing technology and top
universities. EDGE works with the public, private and academic sectors
to strengthen the region through diversification and innovation, while
supporting emerging economies and Wayne County’s trademark
automotive and manufacturing industries by providing the resources
and incentives businesses require to grow and flourish.

WHY WAYNE COUNTY?




‘“We have a skilled workforce, first-class

universities, an international border,
a world-class airport and a resolve
to succeed.”

— Wayne County Executive, Robert A. Ficano
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WAYNE COUNTY HAS ATTRACTED

MILLIONS IN NEW INVESTMENT from companies that
specialize in advanced manufacturing, while continuing to provide
assistance to local manufacturers with unique talents and specialized
machinery who are interested in expanding into the aerospace, medical
device and alternative energy industries.

Wayne County’s life sciences and health care businesses are also growing
quickly, employing over 100,000 people with a payroll of $5.64 billion.

In TechTown, Wayne County’s cutting-edge business accelerator, the
County is working to create Michigan’s first Stem Cell Development
& Commercialization Center, which capitalizes on recent legislation
passed by the state that paves the way for embryonic stem cell research.
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The planned Aerotropolis is the most geographically advantageous, readily accessible
and economically significant initiative for Southeast Michigan. The regional collaboration
to transform the areas surrounding the Detroit Metropolitan and Willow Run airports
promises to bring deep economic rewards via job growth and economic diversity.

Cap that with coordinated land use, a developed and talented local workforce,

streamlined regulatory processes, business expansion and new development, and

IT EMERGES AS THE IDEAL BASE FROM WHICH TO
CONDUCT BUSINESS GLOBALLY.
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“Living in dreams of yesterday,
we find ourselves still dreaming
of impossible future conquests.”

— Detroit-born, Charles Lindbergh
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FILM/CREATIVE INDUSTRY

BRIGHT LIGHTS AND BIG STARS make for scintillating scenes, particularly
when set in the diverse locales of Wayne County. Offering the most aggressive film
incentives in the country, such as a 40-42% tax credit for filmmakers who spend more
than $50,000 on direct production expenses, Wayne County continues to expand its
creative roots. Blockbuster films, including, “Out of Sight,” “Hoffa,” “Grosse Pointe
Blank,” “Transformers,” and most recently “Gran Torino” have contributed to Wayne
County’s rich history as a creative destination for filmmakers.
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OUR PROFESSIONAL TEAM IS POISED TO
ASSIST EXISTING AND EMERGING BUSINESSES

with land development and building projects, providing expert site

development assistance and support to expedite permits. A sampling of
incentives available to further champion your project’s success include:

e Land Bank/TURBO incentives for new real estate development
or substantial rehabilitation of existing structures

e The Brownfield Redevelopment Tax Credit and Tax Increment
Financing programs for the improvement of a qualified contaminated,
blighted or functionally obsolete facility

e The Michigan Economic Growth Authority program, the primary
tax incentive to attract and retain large-scale businesses

e MBT Tax Credit

e |ndustrial Development Revenue Bonds for credit-worthy companies
investing in eligible projects

The Obsolete Property Rehabilitation tax exemption for certain
rehabilitated housing and commercial facilities located in core
communities

Renaissance Zones — state-designated tax-free zones that are
scattered across 152 locations and provide exemption from virtually
all state and local taxes

A coordinated job training system using federal, state and local
resources to provide a highly-trained and productive workforce through
partnerships with community colleges at a nominal cost to companies

Advanced fiber optics infrastructure, created with the help of AT&T,
that connects key business hubs throughout Wayne County
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WE HAVE INVESTED IN TWO SIGNIFICANT PARTNERSHIPS
THAT WILL ENSURE THE GROWTH AND PROSPERITY OF
TECHNOLOGY-RELATED BUSINESSES IN THE REGION.

TechTown, located in Detroit’s Midtown district, is already a critical catalyst for job growth
in the life sciences, alternative energy and advanced engineering sectors. The 12-block
research and office park is home to an impressive list of companies, including Asterand,
the leading global supplier of human tissue and human tissue-based research services

to pharmaceutical companies, and NextEnergy, one of the nation’s leading research
catalysts and business accelerators for alternative and renewable energy. Recognizing

its success, the Wayne County Land Bank Corporation recently announced a $750,000
construction grant to TechTown, assisting it with its efforts to become the world’s foremost
business incubator.

STRATEGIC PARTNERSHIPS

And in 2008, Wayne County partnered with the state of Michigan, Washtenaw County
and Ann Arbor SPARK to develop the Michigan Life Science Research and Innovation
Center in what was once a Pfizer facility. The 57,518-square-foot facility offers office space,
laboratory facilities and rare vivarium areas that are accessible to the private sector.

Through these alliances, the county continues to nurture a cross-regional collaboration
that is vital to Michigan’s future economic success.

“I have found no greater satisfaction than
achieving success through honest dealing and
strict adherence to the view that, for you to

gain, those you deal with should gain as well.”

— Alan Greenspan
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Wayne County, Michigan
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For more information call 313.224.0410
or visit us at www.waynecounty.com/edge
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